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How to Read the Depth Charts

DEPTH CHART LEGEND

Knowing how to read a depth chart will definitely improve your 
fishing success.  Depth charts are the best way to find clues to 
where fish are hanging out.  When reading depth charts there are 
some general rules that can help your angling success.

When analyzing a depth chart, look for hidden islands, drop-offs 
and shoals.  A hidden island is a relatively flat, shallow area that 
is slightly submerged, while being surrounded by deeper water.  
A drop-off is a rapid decline in the depth on the chart.  A shoal is 
a slowly declining area of the lake, which then drops off into the 
depths.  In larger lakes, shoals can also be characterized as shal-
low irregularities in the bottom of the lake, essentially, a bump in 
the bottom.  In some lakes there may be only one or two of these 
significant shoal sites and often are the site of some of the best an-
gling on the lake.  Shoals often produce thicker aquatic vegetation 
that is home to insects and baitfish for the larger fish to feed on.

When looking for a species like lake trout, depth information can 
be very handy.  As an example, during summer lake trout often 

revert to the deepest part of the lake in order to find colder water.  
On some lakes, there may be limited areas where lake trout will 
find the required depth needed for survival.  With a depth chart in 
hand, these deep spots can be easily located.

Creek and river estuaries are always important areas to note on 
any lake.  Fish tend to congregate near the inflows and outflows 
of lakes in search of increased oxygen levels and food.  At times, 
these areas can be the hottest spot in a lake.  As an example, during 
the fall period, walleye will often congregate near river inflows, as 
a part of their migration to spawning grounds.  

If you read a depth chart properly, you can find very useful 
information.  This information should allow you to improve your 
angling experience on the given lake or water body.
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